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ADDRESS DELIVERED BY HIS EMINENCE CARDINAL THUONG TAM THANH, CHAIRMAN OF CAO DAI SACERDOTAL COUNCIL OF TAY NINH HOLY SEE AT THE 7th ANNIVERSARY OF THE TAO YUAN CHAPTER AND 
THE 64TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE ESTABLISHMENT OF PRE-COSMIC SALVATIONISM -TAO YUAN – TAIWAN HEADQUARTER – 
IN TAIPEI ON  JULY 22th , 2013

His Excellency George Chu, Chief Executive Officer of  the sect altar Taiwan branch
Distinguished Dignitaries and followers of  the Tao Yuan religion
Distinguished Leaders of other religions present in this ceremony.    
I, Cardinal Thuong Tam Thanh, Chairman of the Cao Dai Sacerdotal Council of Tay Ninh Holy See and our fellow Dignitaries of the Sacerdotal Council are so honored to be invited by His Excellency to attend this great ceremony in commemoration of the Seventh anniversary of the Tao Yuan Chapter and the 64th Anniversary of the establishment of the Pre-Cosmic Salvationism –Tao Yuan – Taiwan Headquarters.
First of all, on behalf of the Sacerdotal Council of Cao Dai Tay Ninh Holy See, Vietnam and me personally, I would like to extend to His Excellency, to the dignitaries of /the/Tao Yuan religion, to all distinguished Guests and to fellow Followers of Tao Yuan our warmest, greatest and most respectful greetings. I sincerely wish this great ceremony an enormous success.

This is the first time our Sacerdotal Council of Cao Dai Tay Ninh Holy See has paid an official visit to His Excellency and simultaneously attend your great ceremony. We are very pleased to find out that Tao Yuan’s doctrine has many characteristics similar to those of our Cao Dai Religion.
ĐẠI ĐẠO TAM KỲ PHỔ ĐỘ (The Third Great Universal Religious Amnesty, hereinafter called  Cao Dai ) is a young religion founded through spiritist messages by God in 1926 (year of the Dragon) in Viet Nam. The Caodaist doctrine associates with the three main Religions (Confucianism, Taoism and Buddhism) and with the Five Branches of the Great Way (Sages - Genii – Saints – Seraphims – Buddhas). This doctrine is a fusion of the past true doctrines with present-day moral standards, creating a newer doctrine, a universal philosophy, of which the aim is to establish a solid morally spiritual platform in order to meet the religious demand and progressed knowledge of humanity.

Among followers of Đai Đao Tam Ky Pho Do, Cao Dai Tay Ninh Holy See, there are thousands of Chinese-Vietnamese (affectionately called « Đuong Nhon » or « Chinese descendants of the Tang Dynasty »). They have their own places of worship and administrative offices in Tay Ninh as well as in other locations where Chinese -Vietnamese are concentrated,  such as in the town of Cho Lon (called Chinatown) in Ho Chi Minh City. 

In spite of being geographically thousand of miles away from each other, speaking different languages and being established at different times, Tao Yuan and Cao Dai share one thing in common, they are both religions based on spiritism. I sincerely hope that our meeting today will be the milestone for further collaboration in order to spread the Great Way and to bring peace and happiness to humanity.

In this solemn moment, I sincerely pray for the Supreme Being to bless all living beings on Earth so that they can enjoy peace and that all things will develop prosperously. I sincerely wish Tao Yuan and Cao Dai to further tighten our friendship and love in order to together serve humanity on this moral and ethical path for eternal evolution. 
On this occasion, on behalf of the Sacerdotal Council, I would like to respectfully invite His Excellency, Tao Yuan dignitaries and followers to pay a visit to our Cao Dai Holy See in Tay Ninh, Viet Nam at your greatest convenience.
I sincerely wish His Excellency good health, wish Tao Yuan to prosper intensively, wish prosperity and riches to Taiwan and wish distinguished Guests present in this hall happiness and success. 
          Thank you very much                                          

                                
                       
                                   Taipei, July 22nd, 2013

         Cardinal Thuong Tam Thanh

           Chairman of  Cao Dai Sacerdotal Council 
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